[Percutaneous transluminal angioplasty in fibromuscular dysplasia of the internal carotid artery: case report].
We report a case of symptomatic cervical carotid artery stenosis associated with fibromuscular dysplasia (FMD) successfully treated by percutaneous transluminal angioplasty (PTA). A 49-year-old female presented with repeated ischemic attacks of right hemiparesis and aphasia. Digital subtraction angiography revealed a string of beads appearance of the left internal carotid artery typical of the medial type of FMD, at the level of the C2 vertebra. Similar findings were also evident in the right internal carotid artery at the level of the C1 vertebra, but without significant narrowing. MR angiogram of the left carotid artery revealed a marked flow gap, suggestive of severe stenosis. Forty days after onset PTA was indicated for symptomatic FMD of the left internal carotid artery because of the relative difficulty in approaching and repairing this highly located lesion surgically. The stenotic lesion was very easily dilated without any procedural complications. Although angiography just after PTA showed slight residual irregularity of the wall, this smoothed up with time. Follow-up MR angiography 7 years after PTA demonstrated long-term patency without clinical evidence of deterioration. Patients with the medial type of FMD in the carotid artery seem to be excellent candidates for PTA.